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Protesting is an important way to exercise your right to free speech and to
make your voice heard on issues of importance to you. However, it can also be
intimidating, and so we encourage you to familiarize yourself with your rights
before you and your loved ones go out to protest with community members.

Safety at Protests

#* What to Wear:

X Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): be
sure to wear adequate masks to protect
from COVID-19.

X Comfortable clothes and shoes that can
protect from pepper spray or tear gas.

u Shatter-resistant eye protection (i.e.
goggles, sunglasses, gas mask).

#* What to Bring:

X Extra clothes and PPE in case you get
contaminated with pepper spray/tear gas.

X Water and snacks.

I.D. and emergency contact information.

X Prescription medication — clearly labeled
with your name.

X Basic first aid.

Wet wipes and tissues.

X Enough money for a payphone, food,
water, and transportation.
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Rights While Attending a Protest

M Your rights are strongest on the streets, sidewalks, and parks. You also likely have
the right to speak out on other public property, like plazas in front of government
buildings, so long as you are not blocking access to the building or interfering with
other purposes.

Freedom of speech protects the content of your speech, no matter how unpopular.
Freedom of speech does not protect slander, libel, obscenity, “true threats”, or
speech that incites imminent violence or breaking the law.

M Megaphones and bullhorns may be used. Permits may be required for music, drums,
and loudspeakers. As always, check local ordinances for permit information.

M Counter-protesters also have free speech rights. They cannot physically disrupt the
protest they are against. Police must treat both groups equally. Police are permitted
to keep antagonistic groups separated but should allow them to be within sight and
sound of one another.

M When you are lawfully present in any public space, you have the right to photograph
or video anything in plain view, including federal buildings and the police. Owners of
private property may set rules related to photography or video.

M Police officers may not confiscate or demand to view your photographs or video
without a warrant. They also cannot delete data under any circumstances. However,
they may order you to cease activities that they determine are interfering with law
enforcement operations.




What Happens If the Police Stop Me?

Stay calm. Make sure to keep your hands visible. Do not argue, resist, or obstruct the
police, even if you believe they are violating your rights. Point out that you are not
disrupting anyone else’s activity and that the First Amendment protects your
actions.

If you are stopped, ask the officer if you are free to leave. If the answer is yes, calmly
walk away.

If you are detained, ask the officer what crime you are suspected of committing, and
remind the officer that taking photographs is your right under the First Amendment
and does not constitute reasonable suspicion of criminal activity.

If you are under arrest, you have a right to ask why. Otherwise, say you wish to
remain silent and ask for a lawyer immediately. Do not say anything or sign anything
without a lawyer. Refer to our list of resources below for legal assistance when
arrested.

You should never consent to a search of yourself or your belongings. If you do
explicitly consent, it can affect you later in court.

Police may “pat down” your clothing if they suspect you have a weapon and may
search you after an arrest.

Keep phone numbers on your person (i.e. write them on your arm) in case you are
detained and arrested. You will be allowed to make a local phone call from the jail.



What to Do Iif You Believe Your
Rights Have Been Violated?

When you can, write down everything you remember, including the law
enforcement officers’ badge and patrol car numbers and the agency they work for.

Get contact information for witnesses.
Take photographs of any injuries.

Once you have all of this information, you can file a written complaint with the
agency'’s internal affairs division or civilian complaint board.



Contact Information

#  National Lawyers Guild, Oklahoma Chapter (NLGOK) Jail Hotline:

X Phone: 405-254-0818

x  Use this number if you were arrested during a protest and are inside an Oklahoma
City Jail, or if you witnessed an arrest or other law enforcement misconduct. If
there is no answer, leave a message with your name, DOB, contact information,
and details.

¥ American Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma:

. 405-524-8511

m Contact the ACLU of Oklahoma if you have questions about your rights to
free speech at protests and demonstrations.

x You can also download the ACLU's state-specific Mobile Justice App, which
enables you to:

. RECORD encounters with public officials and law enforcement while
streaming to your closest contacts and your local ACLU;

m REPORT any abuse by authorities to the ACLU and its networks; and

x EMPOWER yourself with up-to-date information regarding your rights as
well as important actions and happenings in your area.

x Download the app at the App Store of Google Play.

¥ CAIR Oklahoma:

X 405-415-6851
X Cairoklahoma.com/report
X Report discrimination, harassment, or ask questions about your rights.
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