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•	 In 2020, CAIR-Ohio sued the U.S. State Department for refusing to renew a passport 
for an American Muslim citizen. The client, Mr. Abukar, had been without a passport 
for three years since the State Department refused to complete a routine renewal. Mr. 
Abukar has since been unable to visit his dying mother or visit his children abroad. 
The State Department did not offer a reason for the refusal. CAIR-Ohio advocated on 
behalf of the client, arguing that it violated his constitutional fifth amendment right.  
CAIR-Ohio has since secured the client’s passport after successfully suing the  
U.S. government.40 
                                                              OTHER

•	 After an in-store Target barista wrote “ISIS” on a Muslim woman’s drink order instead 
of her name in July of 2020, CAIR-Minnesota filed a discrimination complaint against 
Target. The 19-year-old woman told CAIR lawyers that she repeated her name slowly 
and multiple times to the barista, and when the woman raised the grievance with a 
supervisor, she was dismissed. CAIR-Minnesota has urged for more action beyond 
Target’s apology and additional training for the team members, saying that this doesn’t 
solve systemic injustices. CAIR-Minnesota has asked Target to fire the barista and  
the supervisor. 

•	 In 2020, CAIR-Massachusetts represented a woman who found her car spray painted 
with huge swastikas. In addition to these violent symbols, “white power” was spray 
painted on the street next to the car. CAIR-Massachusetts offered a $1,000 reward 
for information leading to the perpetrator’s conviction. CAIR-Massachusetts also 
advocated on behalf of the client and ensured that her insurance company would not 
increase her premiums. CAIR-Massachusetts followed the arrest and continued to 
advocate for the client.
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CAIR 
Campaigned 
for Positive 
Change and 
Justice

National Executive Director  
Nihad Awad Unveiling the Black 
Lives Banner in 2020.
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a rare genetic mutation traveled to Yemen briefly, intending to return to America and 
give birth as she had scheduled her C-surgery in August 2020. She was also stranded, 
despite being an American citizen, and could not find travel. In nearly all of the cases, 
clients faced lack of medicine and maternity care. CAIR advocated on their behalf, 
developing advocacy campaigns and hashtags to garner international attention to 
those who are most vulnerable.  

7.	 On August 12, 2020, CAIR sent a letter to National Basketball Association (NBA) 
commissioner Adam Silver demanding that the NBA cease their economic ties with 
the Chinese Communist Party due to their ongoing genocide against the country’s 
Uyghur Muslim minority. The NBA has a long legacy of using a training academy in 
Xinjiang Province and banning Americans that protest Uyghur human rights at  
sports games. 

8.	 In 2020, CAIR-LA advocated for American citizens who were stranded abroad and 
assisted in scheduling their immediate repatriation flights. During the height of 
the COVID global lockdowns, CAIR-LA actively contacted the U.S. Secretary of 
State, Consulate Generals, U.S. Congressional Representatives, and California state 
Assembly members on behalf of their clients who were stranded abroad. CAIR-
LA also assisted those needing emergency financial assistance in contacting their 
respective embassies. CAIR-LA applied continual pressure on the U.S. government to 
arrange urgent repatriation for those affected by the COVID-19 travel closures.
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CAIR Consistently 
Works to Stand Up 
for the Survivors of 
Hate Crimes 

*Content Warning: This content 
contains sensitive material that some 
people may find disturbing including 
violence and harassment. 

Zainub Chaudry, Executive Director of 
CAIR-Maryland Speaking at a Protest for 
Rohingya Muslims.
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1.	 On November 23, 2020, CAIR-Maryland called for a hate crime investigation on 
behalf of a Muslim family who has sustained extensive racist assult for over three 
years. The family has been targeted by their neighbor who has attacked them and their 
property. Despite the family notifying police and filing extensive complaints against 
the assailant, the police have failed to launch an investigation.  
 
The assaults committed by the neighbor are exhaustive and varied. Most recently 
on November 6, 2020 the neighbor approached a male family relative outside the 
family’s home, and began offending him verbally and then attacked him, slicing the 
relative’s hand and injuring his knee. The neighbor, according to the family, has set 
up a surveillance system directed at their house. Other incidents include performing 
actions which are suggestively violent such as staring at the family’s daughters and 
chopping wood with an axe. Many are vulgar, trashing their cars and urinating on 
their property. Most are out right violent, shooting their home with paintballs and 
other incidents of physical assault and verbal slurs. 
 
CAIR-Maryland finds it unconscionable that police have not launched a formal 
investigation. CAIR stands by this family and continues to advocate on their behalf for 
their right to safety and peace from these insults and attacks. 

2.	 On November 18, 2020, CAIR-Los Angeles decried an alleged hate crime in which 
police declined to make arrests. Imam Khaled Hemaya was assaulted when he arrived 
at his home in a gated community. Hemaya noticed an unknown male suspect 
following his car as he arrived at his home. The male suspect blocked in him Hemaya’s 
car and approached him with verbal slurs. The man began to grow increasingly angry, 
kicking Hemaya’s car before opening the door and punching Hemaya. A security 
guard called the police, who upon arrival declined to make any arrests. CAIR-Los 
Angeles continues to advocate on behalf of Hemaya and calls on police to investigate 
the incident further.
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3.	 On October 22, 2020, CAIR-SFBA expressed solidarity with the Jewish community 
after an uptick in anti-Semitic attacks. On October 18, the Jewish community found 
a swastika drawn on the door of Oakland’s Temple Sinai. The following Tuesday, 
October 20th the neighboring Azerbaijan Cultural Society headquarters in the South 
Bay Cultural Center in Los Gatos was vandalized with anti-Turkish language. CAIR-
SFBA continues to condemn these heinous attacks on religious and  
cultural institutions. 

4.	 Executive director of CAIR-Dallas Fort-Worth, Faizan Syed, spoke out and expressed 
solidarity on September 16, 2020, against the vandalization at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in El Paso where a statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was destroyed. He called upon 
Muslims to stand in solidarity with the El Paso Christian community and hold them 
in their thoughts. A suspect for the crime is currently in custody. 

5.	 CAIR-Connecticut called for hate crime charges on June 25, 2020, against two men 
who yelled racial slurs and attempted to strike three Black teenagers riding their bikes 
off the road in Manchester, Connecticut. The accused Matthew and Michael Lemelin 
were later arrested on 9 criminal charges, including two risks of injury to a minor 
and one count of intimidation based on bigotry or bias in the second degree against 
Mathew Lemelin for the assault. 

6.	 On April 28, 2020, CAIR-Missouri welcomed the arrest of Nicholas J. Proffitt under 
the charges of burglary, arson, and property damage, for setting a fire at the Islamic 
Center in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on the first night of Ramadan. CAIR also sent a 
letter to the District Attorney’s office to classify this heinous act as a hate crime. 

7.	 CAIR-Colorado welcomed hate crime charges, as well as attempted murder charges, 
assault, and harassment, on July 22, 2020, against Eric Breemen who ran over a Sikh 
store owner with his car in Lakewood, Colorado. This case comes in the aftermath 
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of the assault of 57-year-old Baljeet Singh Sindhu in Richmond, California, who was 
attacked near his home with a barbecue lid and choked in Richmond on December 18, 
2019, where CAIR-SFBA also demanded police to investigate a bias motive for hate 
crime charges. 

8.	 After an individual threatened to kill the owner of a Middle Eastern restaurant and 
the Muslims standing outside of it in Washington, D.C., CAIR urged law enforcement 
to bring a hate crime charge. The former Georgetown Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioner, Bill Starrels, walked into Charcoal Town Hookah and Shawarma and 
complained about loud noise and talking. Bashar Mehiar, the owner of the restaurant 
told police that Starrels was threatening to shoot him and the patrons of  
the restaurant. 

9.	 CAIR-Ohio urged law enforcement to prosecute a woman who assaulted a Muslim 
Uber driver in Middletown, Ohio, under laws on ethnic intimidation. The assault 
happened after the woman asked the driver if he liked Donald Trump. The driver 
explained that under Uber’s policies, he was prohibited from discussing politics with 
riders. After the driver said this, the woman was upset and began hitting the seats 
while yelling slurs at the driver. The driver asked her to leave the car, and the woman 
continued to curse at him, even when he called the police. 

10.	CAIR-Colorado offered $10,000 for information regarding on an arson that killed a 
Muslim family of five. CAIR explained that the money will be given after the arrest 
and prosecution of whoever was responsible for the fire that killed the Muslim family 
of five. The police investigating the case mentioned that the accident site conveyed 
to them that this was a homicide investigation. Not only were the fires deliberately 
started, there were also mentions of smoke detectors not fully working. Police 
reported that because of when the homes were built, the smoke detectors should have 
been working perfectly fine. 
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CONCLUSION 

	 In this report, we provided a comprehensive review of CAIR’s work inside 
and outside of the courtroom over the past two years. In the first section, we provided 
a breakdown of our 2020 civil rights data detailing over 6,000 complaints. We then 
documented a number of diverse lawsuits that CAIR has successfully won, filed, or settled. 
We also listed moments in which  CAIR attorneys advocated on behalf of individuals who 
needed legal advice and communities in need of “Know Your Rights” presentations.

	 Next, we provided a brief snapshot of CAIR’s advocacy work where we spoke 
out and took action against the state-sponsored Islamophobia taking place not only 
domestically but internationally.  
	  
	 For example, in the aftermath of the French government enacting legal measures 
to violate the religious freedom of French Muslims, CAIR-National opened their Capitol 
Hill headquarters to the organization Collective Against Islamophobia (CCIF) with the 
offer of office space and logistical resources. Moreover, we also documented how CAIR 
engaged in advocacy efforts to civically engage the Muslim community in preparation for 
the 2020 presidential elections.  
 
	 CAIR-National launched an action-oriented campaign, “All Hands on Deck,” as 
a final effort to mobilize the Muslim vote for the 2020 election. CAIR introduced many 
initiatives under this campaign, a few examples including a 24/7 rapid response hotline 
that was operated by CAIR’s legal team, a community-wide training that explained voting 
rights to Muslim voters and what to do if these rights were being violated, and a calling 
center for 150,000 registered Muslim households on the day of the election. 

	 Lastly, because of the rising number of hate crimes over the years, we highlighted 
moments where CAIR has called for hate crime charges or probes in cases where 
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